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By assembling a strong army of regular troops,
composed for the most part of foreign and Protestant
mercenaries, the King trusted to avoid two of the
difficulties which had hitherto prevented him from
reaping the full advantage of his victories. The one
was that of keeping the nobles and gentlemen who
served as volunteers in the field during a protracted
campaign or siege; the other was that which arose
from the determination of many of his Catholic sup-
porters that lit; should not be too easily successful
and thus escape the necessity of abjuration.

Turenne, ably seconded by the arguments of an
English embassy, was sent to the Protestant Courts
of Germany, and when he returned at the head of
6,000 German Reiters and 10,000 lansquenets, he had
fairly earned the reward of the staff of marshal and
of the hand of the heiress of the La Marks, in her
<>wn right Duchess of Bouillon and sovereign Princess
of Sedan.

Elizabeth also, urged by Walsingham and by Es-
sex, forgot her wonted parsimony, and 6,000 men
well supplied with artillery and with all the materials
of war landed under the command of the favourite
at Dieppe.

The English Queen once more asked for Calais
as the price of her assistance; but to this de-
mand Henry would not listen. It was as bad, he
said, to be eaten by the lioness as by the lion ; and
whatever his enemies might do he would not buy
the throne by partitioning the kingdom over which
he aspired to rule. Like the true mother in Solo-
mon's judgment, rather than receive part of a